Dear Friends, I am proud to off er this report on the success of Wharton County Junior College during the past year.
Sarah Glass
Sarah Glass was a young mother operating an afternoon registered home day care for her two children, plus fi ve others, when she enrolled at Wharton County Junior College. In the mornings she took classes toward her health information technology (HIT) degree and then dashed off to pick up her young children from kindergarten and elementary school.
Glass feels WCJC provided her with an excellent foundation that included subject matter as well as skills such as teamwork, communication, leadership, and ethics. Equally important was the encouragement of her HIT instructor. "When we had issues with time, or children and husband management, Ms. King (chair of allied health) put things in perspective and gave us tips to overcome whatever diffi culties we were having," Glass said.
After graduating from WCJC in 1983, Glass worked at El Campo Memorial Hospital. One year later she was managing health information management (HIM) systems for two units of the "We are exited about the opportunity our students will receive through the combined educational resources of WCJC and UHSSL," said Robert Wolter, director of the WCJC Sugar Land campus. "Shared resources and facilities will provide for improved effi ciency. Our students will save time by being able to complete a bachelor's or master's degree at a central location in Fort Bend County." Th e committee is charged with raising $2.5 million in private funding from individuals, corporations, and foundations. As of November 1, 2005, private commitments to the project totaled $641,000, in addition to the $4 million contribution from Th e George Foundation.
Groundbreaking for the new facility is scheduled for August 2006 with an opening in January 2008. 8 
Robert Wolter WCJC Director of Sugar Land Campus

New Initiatives
To meet the growing need for early childhood workers and social and human service assistants, Wharton County Junior College created new programs in teaching and human services in 2005.
In the spring the college announced three Associate of Arts in Teaching (AAT) degrees. Th e degrees, Plan A, B, and C, are fully transferable to any Texas public university, and may be obtained in any one of three areas of specialization. "Th e track students take with the AAT depends on which area of education they intend to work in," said Patricia Rehak, instructional assessment coordinator.
All degrees lead to initial Texas teacher certifi cation. Plan A prepares students for early childhood education, Plan B is for those who wish to teach at all grade levels, and Plan C is for teaching at the secondary level (grades 8-12). For students who are undecided about which grades they wish to teach, Rehak recommends Plan B.
Th e Associate of Applied Sciences in Human Services degree and Human Services Technician Level One certifi cate were announced this past summer. Graduates are prepared to work as social work assistants, community support and outreach workers, mental health aides, life skills counselors, gerontology aides, and case management aides. Th e Human Services Technician Level One certifi cate will prepare graduates for entry-level positions in the fi elds of psychiatry, psychology, rehabilitative services, and social work.
Th e U.S. Department of Labor predicts a 49 percent growth in employment opportunities for social and human services assistants in the 10-year period ending in 2012.
Rehak, who served as WCJC division chair of technology and business when the programs were proposed, led the planning and research to add these programs to the WCJC course off erings.
"We had representatives from advisory boards, other colleges, and school districts participate to help develop programming that could be articulated into a four-year degree and that potentially we could articulate up from high school. Th e associate degree programs have been developed and designed to facilitate the seamless transition from high school through the four-year university," Rehak said. Th e grant is administered through the U.S. Department of Education's Fund for the Improvement of Postsecondary Education (FIPSE) program. WCJC used the grant to purchase computers, network printers, work stations, data projectors, and servers for instructional use at its Wharton campus and its two Fort Bend County campuses. Among the programs that benefi ted are computer science, CISCO networking/engineering technology, developmental education, workforce education, and computer-aided drafting.
Workforce Demands Brings About New Programs in Teaching and Human Services
One hundred percent of the total cost of this instructional equipment project was fi nanced with federal funds. WCJC provided "in-kind" technical and administrative support, as needed, for the implementation of the project. "Th is grant was well worth the wait," stated Kieler. "WCJC will see direct and continued benefi ts from this grant through the strengthening and expansion of instructional and job-skills training capabilities of our faculty. It allows us greater opportunities for eff ectiveness in learning and skills development of our students." DeLay added, "Th ese federal funds have gone a long way by helping WCJC to purchase the equipment they need to expand the learning and career training opportunities for their students. Obtaining these skills will put them on the right track for fi nding new and better jobs, which will lead to rewarding, successful careers that improve our economy and the overall quality of life."
Approximately two-thirds of the funding was used to purchase equipment for the WCJC Sugar Land campus and the WCJC Fort Bend Technical Center in Richmond. Th e remaining funds were used to purchase equipment for the Wharton campus. Th e dinner and musical performance raised $16,732 to benefi t the foundation's endowment that funds student scholarships, faculty development, and academic programs.
"Th e foundation is known for providing the community enjoyable and outstanding evenings of entertainment," said Dr. Paul Spellman, division chair of communications and fi ne arts. "Th eir support of the college, and particularly of the communications and fi ne arts division, makes them part of the legacy of WCJC." Spellman stated in his praise of the work of Th e WCJC Foundation, "Th e foundation provides critical funding to maintain the quality and accessibility of the educational experience off ered at Wharton County Junior College, and for that we can never thank them enough." Several years ago the foundation funded the replacement of the theatre curtain in the Horton Foote Th eatre. Th is past summer, the foundation made a commitment to fund $60,000 for the replacement of 300 seats in the theatre through the Have a Seat campaign. Th e original seats were installed in 1967 and repair parts are no longer available.
Donors to the Have a Seat campaign will have the opportunity to provide a lasting tribute to an important person in their lives by naming seats in memory of loved ones or acquaintances, or in honor of special occasions or individuals.
"Th ousands of community members attend events at the Horton Foote Th eatre on the WCJC campus each year," continued Spellman. "By naming a seat after a special friend or loved one, donors contribute to the lasting legacy of that individual while helping to refurbish the theatre."
For more information about the Have a Seat campaign, contact the WCJC Offi ce of Marketing and Communications at 979.532.6322.
Dr. Paul Spellman WCJC Division Chair of Communications and Fine Arts
The W C J C Foundation Supports College
Th e daughter of migrant workers, Nevarez has an intense passion for education because it helped her improve her own quality of life. With encouragement from her father-in-law, Nevarez earned an associate's degree at WCJC and a bachelor's degree in education at the University of Houston-Victoria. She earned certifi cations in English, ESL, bilingual, elementary, and high school education.
A highly motivated wife and a mother of three children (ages six to 13), Nevarez is president-elect of the Texas Council for Adult Basic Education. When she assumes the presidency in January 2006, she will work closely with former House Speaker Gib Lewis for the betterment of ABE. In addition, Nevarez serves on the advisory committee for a national publishing company that prepares ESL materials. She is also a Wharton Rotarian. Finally, Nevarez trains ABE instructors for Region 20 Education Service Center's Project GREAT in student motivation, retention and progress, as well as classroom management.
Christine Nevarez WCJC Coordinator of Adult Basic Education
Student Statistics
White /non-Hispanic ......... 59.64%   Hispanic ............................. 23 . (2,563) ..... 42.02%   20-24 ............... (2,142) ..... 35.11%   25-29 .................. (499) ....... 8.18%   30-39 .................. (490) ....... 8.03%   40-over ............... (406) ....... 6.66% Female .................. 58%   Male ..................... 
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Statistics
Enrollment by Campus Fall 2004
Credit Enrollment History Fall 2000 -Fall 2004
Wharton Campus ............................................1,920  Sugar Land Campus ........................................2,118  WCJC Fort Bend Technical Center .................1, /ITV) .......................663 Note: Th e college' s former Legacy computer system assigned distance education, dual credit, and concurrent enrollment students to the Sugar Land and Wharton campuses.
Th e Sugar Land campus and Wharton campus enrollments no longer include distance education, dual credit, and concurrent enrollment students.
Student Residency Fall 2004
Texas Residents ................................................. 98% In-District Service Area Residents .............................24%   Out-of-District ...........................................................74%   Outside Texas/Foreign ....................................... 
. 2%
Full-Time Employees Fall 2004
State and Federal Financial Aid Dispersement
Per Academic Year '04-'05 '00-'01 '01-'02 '02-'03 '03-'04 ' -'0 ' -' ' -' ' -' ' -'
Programs
Associate of Arts Degree
Th e Associate of Arts degree is off ered in general studies for students planning to pursue four-year degrees. It enables students to enter four-year institutions as juniors. Th e degree off ers emphasis of study in: 
Agriculture
Associate of Applied Science Degrees and Certifi cate Programs
Associate of Arts in Teaching Degree
Educational Programs Off ered by WCJC
Grades EC-4 -Plan A Grades 4-8 -Plan B Grades 8-12 -Plan C
